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KJ: Bring down the numbers

‘Priority is to lower hospitalisations and deaths within 100 days’

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr
joekaosjr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: With Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob giv-
ing his new Cabinet members 100
days to prove themselves, all eyes
will be on one of the most high-
profile portfolios - Health.

Its new minister Khairy
Jamaluddin is well aware of the
tasks ahead with Malaysia currently
battling raging Covid-19 pandemic.

Speaking at a media interview,
Khairy said the ministry’s immedi-
ate target in controlling the pan-
demic was to bring down the num-
ber of hospitalisations and deaths
over the next three months.

“Our aim in the next 100 days is
for the national number of Covid-19
ICU (intensive care unit) bed occu-
pancy to be less than 70%.

“For non-ICU hospital beds, we
want it to be reduced to below 50%.
“There are some states like Kedah

and Sabah where there is a
shortage of ICU beds. In 100

we will ensure that no states will
suffer from an ICU capacity short-

e.

“For states that are in need of
(bumging) ICU capacity, we will
send field unit ICUs.

“We will also ensure that - all
health facilities are 100% ipped
with oxygen cylinders. No shortage
within the 100 days,"” said Khairy.

Currently, ICU bed usage rate in
the country is 89%. 2

The ministry i iming to
bring the number of deaths classi-
fied as “brought-in-dead” (BID)
down from 21% to 15%.

“We are figuring out how to
identify this group and how to
bring them help before they deterio-

+rate,” said Khairy, who added the

ministry’s Covid-19 focus now will
shift from mere case numbers
towards reducing deaths and criti-
cal cases.

“Obviously, we want to make sure
cases are reduced. But it is difficult
to make a projection, especially with
the emergence of new variants.

“So we have to focus on the ‘out-
come’ of Covid-19. For example,
some countries are reporting a high
number of cases, but in terms of
outcome, such as deaths and ICU
figures, they are low.

“So I want to focus on that,” said
Khairy.

As for vaccination, Khairy said
the target is to have 80% of adults
fully vaccinated within the 100 days.
M\lllaaclc;‘:ation for those below 18

next week, starting
with Sara?veagif‘

“We will start with teens next
week in Sarawak, as they have
reached their benchmark of 80%
vaccinated adults. -

“I am hoping that as many teens
as possible will get vaccinated in the
next 100 days. We want that at the
start of the school term next year, all

teens to have completed their vacci-
nation,” said Khairy, who is optimis-
tic about hitting those targets.

“We have considered all of these
targets very carefully. But there are
things that are out of our control.

“For instance, the emergence of
new variants may result in worsen-
ing of the situation. We hope that
won't happen.

“We will try 10 ensure gatekeep-
ing at borders is as tight as possible.

“But it's difficult because no mat-
ter how tight you secure your bor-
ders, variants will travel around the
world.

“These are targets which we have
agreed upon, with the present cir-
cumstance, with what we know.

“Things can obviously change. If
they change, then we will make
adjustments,” said Khairy.

When asked if Malaysia may have
to prepare for the eventuality that
cases will remain high, but disease
severity will be low, Khairy said

infection numbers may still come
do'

Wh.

“We do feel cases should come
down. Because vaccines,
they do not (fully) prevent transmis-
sion, they reduce the chances of
transmission,” he said.

On the issue of contract doctors,
Khairy said he is working on coming
up with “the best solution” within
the 100 days.

“Discussions are ongoing with the
Treasury and the Public Service
Department.”



