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B40 to get connectivity aid

PM: Subsidies for devices and data

By ZAKIAH KOYA
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: In an effort to
bridge the digital gap among the
B40 group, a total of 8.5 million
Bantuan Prihatin Rakyat (BPR)
recipients will receive financial
assistance in the form of Internet
'data plans and subsidies to buy
mobile devices amounting to
RM3,5bil from the Jaringan Prihatin
Programme.

Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin, who announced the pro-
gramme, said it would enable
low-income Malaysians to own
smartphones or enjoy broadband
Internet plans.

In terms of affordability, he said
there was still a gap in financial
capability to obtain Internet access.

Although the cost of the lowest
broadband plan in Malaysia was
1.1% of the country’s gross national
product (GNP) per capita, which is
in line with the United Nations
guidelines, it was still high for a
certain section of the low-income
community, he said.

In fact, smartphone usage con-
sumes a large portion of the month-
ly earnings of those from low-in-
come households, he said.

“Smartphone costs also take up a
big part of the income of the lower
income households.

“The programme totalling
RM3.5bil will benefit around 85
million people from the B40 group
to be able to own mobile devices or
enjoy broadband plans.

“The government will .spend
RM2hil while telcos and service pro-
viders will give RM1.5bil in forms of
free data.

“In order to bridge the digital gap
among the community, there is a
need to ensure that everyone can
get the access at a reasonable cost,
and has the skill to make optimal
use of the Internet by 2030,” he said
at the virtual launch of the Jaringan
Prihatin in Putrajaya yesterday.

Also present at the Jaunch were
Finance Minister Tengku Datuk Seri

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

@

red

A
3 s N
o MO \).

plans to help 8.5 million people
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We're with you: Muhyiddin (left) posing with Tengku Zafrul, with the virtual participation of 11 representatives

s

from local telco operators at the launch of the Jaringan Prihatin programme in Putrajaya. — Bernama

Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz and
Communications and Multimedia
Ministry representatives,

Muhyiddin said digital transfor-
mation had widened virtual inter-
action, but the risk of inequality
also increased for those not con-
nected digitally.

“The reality is that there are
among us those who are isolated
and left behind in the digitalisation
of our country.

“The rise in Internet usage also
showed us it’s time online access be
made a necessity like water and
electricity for all levels of society.

“Malaysia is committed to ensure
connectivity, in line with-the mini-
mum 75% as proposed bgb the
United Nations, with broadband
cost not more than 2% of the gross
national income per capita by

2025," said Muhyiddin.

The Prime Minister said to han-
dle the digital gap between the pop-
ulation in the urban and rural
areas, a total of RM21bil was allo-
cated in the National Digital
Network (Jendela) which included a
fibre-optic plan and increasing the
quality of 4G coverage hy 2022.

The government would also
expedite the provision of 5G infra-
structure with private investment
through Digital Nasional Bhd, esti-
mated at RM15bil, he said.

“God willing, these efforts will
help in narrowing the broadband
coverage and speed gaps over the
next five years,” he said.

Earlier, in his opening speech,
Tengku Zafrul pointed out that a
PwC survey showed that 77% of
respandents stated that technology
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offered them more opportunities
while 92% said that they were given
opportunities by their employers to
increase their digital skills outside
their normal job scopes.

He also announced the govern-
ment would implement the pay-
ment of the second phase of BPR
worth RM2.75bil from tomaorrow to
targeted groups,

“The Finance Ministry has start-
ed to plan for Budget 2022 and
study the issues to ensure sustaina-
ble and inclusive growth in line
with the 12th Malaysia Plan and
Shared Prosperity Vision 2030," he

said.
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